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Rymer, Edwina

From: Lawrence, Rob
Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 8:38 AM
To: susie.mckenzie@denbury.com;Johnson, Ken-E;Dorsey, Nancy;Dellinger, Philip
Subject: RE: From EnergyWire -- EARTHQUAKES: Texas waste-disposal plan gets EPA praise

Thanks!  We need to grab some bar‐b‐que one of these days. 
 
Rob Lawrence 
Region 6 
Policy Advisor ‐ Energy Issues 
214.665.6580 
 

From: susie.mckenzie@denbury.com by E&E Publishing [mailto:email_this@eenews.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 8:26 AM 
To: Johnson, Ken‐E; Dorsey, Nancy; Lawrence, Rob; Dellinger, Philip 
Subject: From EnergyWire ‐‐ EARTHQUAKES: Texas waste‐disposal plan gets EPA praise 

 

This EnergyWire story was sent to you by: susie.mckenzie@denbury.com 

Personal message: Read that the RRC rated a "kudo"..... Baby steps. Hope all is well. I'm still plugging along - literally. Reentering and 
replugging some wells. They find all sorts of things you don't expect in the wellbore or the configuration that keeps things interesting.  

 
AN E&E PUBLISHING SERVICE 

EARTHQUAKES: Texas waste-disposal plan gets EPA 
praise  (Wednesday, September 24, 2014) 

In a letter to the Texas Railroad Commission, U.S. EPA heaped plaudits on the commission's plan 

to regulate drilling waste disposal in response to increasing reports of earthquakes. 

"The proposed regulations were reviewed by multiple Ground Water/Underground Injection Control 

program engineers and scientists," William Honker, who directs the water quality division in Dallas-

based EPA Region 6, wrote to the commission during the commenting period on its proposal. "All 

applauded the RRC's efforts to ensure it has sufficient regulatory authority to respond to any event 

of the type where concerns may arise." 

Members of the two agencies "don't always see eye to eye on policy," said Milton Rister, executive 

director of the Railroad Commission, "but at the staff level, we're engaged on day-to-day 

operations, specific instances and working together to try to make sure we're doing what's best for 

the people of Texas." 
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Drillers would be required to accompany disposal well permit applications with items like regional 

earthquake-risk data. The proposal also strengthens the commission's authority to stop injections at 

a particular well. 

As the doling out of disposal well permits has increased, so too has the number of earthquakes: 

Last year, the commission gave out twice the number of permits that it did four years prior. Dozens 

of quakes with a magnitude of at least 2.0 occurred in the Barnett Shale since last November, 

according to federal numbers. 

It's a rare moment of harmony for the agencies, which have most recently butted heads over 

proposed federal regulation to curb carbon emissions. This issue isn't new, either: When a Fort 

Worth driller was accused of contaminating one neighborhood's water supply, EPA and the 

commission weighed in with differing viewpoints. Elizabeth Ames Jones, commissioner at the time, 

said, "We'll see which is the real protection agency, and I'd say it's the Railroad Commission of 

Texas" (Jim Malewitz, Texas Tribune, Sept. 23). -- AI 

Want to read more stories like this? 

Click here to start a free trial to E&E -- the best way to track policy and markets. 

ABOUT ENERGYWIRE 

EnergyWire is written and produced by the staff of E&E Publishing, LLC. EnergyWire is designed to 

bring readers deep, broad and insightful coverage of the transformation of the energy sector. 

EnergyWire focuses on the business, environmental and political issues surrounding the rapidly 

expanding unconventional energy industry and the numerous factors -- from expanding natural gas 

use to renewables and more -- that are altering the traditional electric utility industry. EnergyWire 

publishes daily at 9:00 a.m. 
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